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Celeste Escobar: Denver Harbor’s
Rising Tejano Star

By Kim Melchor

At just 18, Celeste Escobar is already making her voice heard in
Houston’s Tejano music scene. A recent graduate of Yes Prep and a
proud resident of Denver Harbor, Escobar is gaining attention
across Texas for her powerful performances and her deep respect
for the musical traditions she’s stepping into. Her journey started
with a simple request at a family outing: a young Celeste asked her
mom if she could sing at a restaurant where another performer was
using a karaoke setup. Nervous but persistent, she got on stage and
sang 'Jesus Take the Wheel'—and got her first dollar tip. That
moment stuck. 'T was really young, like eight years old,' she says.

'And I just remember enjoying it. I was
nervous at the beginning, but it went away.
I loved the people and how they interacted.’

She credits her mother for much of her current momentum. In
2023, her mom found a Facebook post about a local talent show
called 'Buscando Talento.' Celeste entered—and won. That victory
led to signing a contract with Up Above Entertainment and
connecting with established Tejano artists, including Carlos
Negami and Gabriel Zavala. “They are my mentors, so I have the

pleasure of working with them,' she says. '

Selena Quintanilla remains her biggest inspiration. "The first song
I learned in Spanish was “Como la Flor,” she recalls. 'T performed |,
it in a school talent show back in elementary.' Like Selena, Escobar
isn’t as fluent in Spanish as she is in English, but that hasn’t held
her back. 'Music is meant to make people have fun, enjoy, and
dance,' she says. "That’s what I want to bring to the stage.'

While she’s rooted in Tejano, Escobar describes herself as |
versatile—she also loves mariachi, English pop, and R&B.
"Whatever genre you give me, I can sing it,’' she says. She’s not just
thinking about songs either. Dance and stage presence matter too.
'T enjoy choreography, and I hope I can incorporate that in my
performances someday.'
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When asked what advice she’d give to other young performers,
Escobar is clear:

'Never give up. Be consistent. Believe in
yourself. That’s said a lot, but it’s powerful...’

And post on social media! It really helps.'

She hopes to release her first full album within five years and dreams
of touring major cities—and maybe one day performing in arenas.
Escobar is clear-eyed about the path ahead, and she currently enjoys
opportunities to meet local artists and develop her skills. Her
parents were there every step of the way, from organizing
appearances to cheering from the front row. Celeste says that her
mother always has her calendar ready. She laughs. 'She’s the one
people call when they want me to sing.'

Though she hasn’t released original music yet, Escobar has been
performing steadily at festivals and community events since 2023.
She’ll sing the national anthem at the Texas Combat Boxing Event on
July 19. She’s also scheduled to perform at the Southside Labor Day
Festival in San Antonio on August 11th and at the Texas Pura Vida
Awards in San Antonio this Fall. Neighborhood fans can check out
Escobar’s talented voice at the Resurrection Church Bazaar on
October 12th.

Celeste Escobar’s

Upcomming Performance

JULY
19th

AUG
11th

OCT
12th

Calendar:

Texas Combat Boxing
at Bayou Event Center

Southside Labor Day
Festival- San Antonio

Resurrection Church
Bazaar

Texas Pura Vida Awards

San Antonio

Q 7037 CAPITOL ST,
HOUSTON TX 77011

10-11:30 AM

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 9, 2025

INFORMATION FAIR

Want to Keep Your House?
Want to Fix Your House?
Want a Better House?

o MAGNOLIA MULTI-
SERVICE CENTER

*MORE INFO HERE
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Message from the Editor

EDITOR

Hello Neighbors,

Summer is here, and | hope you're staying safe—especially as we
approach the 4th of July holidays.

As always, Denver Harbor continues to face its share of
challenges, but we also have many things to celebrate.

This month’s cover features Celeste Escobar, a rising music star
who proudly represents Denver Harbor. Remember her name
and face—she is not only incredibly talented but also a true
inspiration for anyone chasing their dreams. | want to take a
moment to commend her parents for their unwavering support.
I had the honor of meeting the Escobar family, and it's clear that
this is a family dream—one they're working on together to bring
to life. You can read more about their journey in this issue.

Looking ahead to November, voters will head to the polls to decide on several constitutional
amendments. Our State Representative, Ana Hernandez, has shared a list of the proposed
changes. One important topic for Denver Harbor property owners is the increase in property tax
exemptions—a potential money-saver. | encourage everyone to read up and stay informed.
November will be here before we know it.

Parents and guardians, please continue to support your children’s reading habits this summer.
HISD students can access a digital library using their student ID numbers. This gives them access
to books, magazines, and educational games—all from the comfort of home. If you can’t make it
to the Cliff Tuttle Library, this is a great way to keep young minds engaged. You'll find a calendar
of activities included inside this issue.

Lastly, we're excited to share that La Voz will be celebrating its one-year anniversary this August!
Thank you for your continued support—it means the world to us.

Stay safe and stay connected,

Carolyn Lopez

[m] READLAVOZDE
DENVER HARBOR ON
YOUR MOBILE DEVICE

Scan QR to explore past editions of
La Voz de Denver Harbor
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Celeste Escobar: La Estrella Tejana
en Ascenso de Denver Harbor

Por Kim Melchor

Con solo 18 anos, Celeste Escobar ya esta haciendo oir su voz en la
escena musical tejana de Houston. Recién graduada de Yes Prep y
orgullosa vecina de Denver Harbor, Escobar esta llamando la
atencion en todo Texas por sus presentaciones llenas de energia y
su profundo respeto por las tradiciones musicales que esta
abrazando.

Su camino comenzo6 con una peticiéon sencilla durante una salida
familiar: una joven Celeste le pidi6 a su mama cantar en un
restaurante donde otra persona estaba usando un karaoke.
Nerviosa pero decidida, subi6 al escenario y cant6 “Jesus Take the
Wheel”... y recibi6 su primer dolar de propina. Ese momento se le
quedo6 grabado. “Era muy chiquita, como de ocho anos,” recuerda.

“Y solo recuerdo que lo disfruté muchisimo.
Estaba nerviosa al principio, pero se me paso.
Me encanté como reacciono la gente.”

Celeste le atribuye gran parte de su impulso actual a su madre. En
2023, su mama encontré una publicacion en Facebook sobre un
concurso de talentos local llamado Buscando Talento. Celeste
participé... y gandé. Esa victoria la llevé a firmar un contrato con
Up Above Entertainment y a conectarse con artistas tejano
consolidados, entre ellos Carlos Negami y Gabriel Zavala. “Ellos
son mis mentores, asi que tengo el placer de trabajar con ellos,”
dice.

Selena Quintanilla sigue siendo su mayor inspiracion. “La primera
cancion que aprendi en espaiiol fue ‘Como la Flor’,” recuerda. “La
canté en un concurso de talentos en la primaria.” Al igual que
Selena, Escobar no es completamente fluida en espaiol, pero eso
no la ha detenido. “La musica es para divertirse, disfrutar y bailar,”

dice. “Eso es lo que quiero llevar al escenario.”

Aunque sus raices estan en el tejano, Escobar se describe como
una artista versatil—también le encanta el mariachi, el pop en
inglés y el R&B. “Cualquier género que me den, lo puedo cantar,”
asegura. Y no solo piensa en las canciones. El baile y la presencia
escénica también son importantes para ella. “Me gusta la
coreografia, y espero poder incorporarla en mis presentaciones
algtin dia.”

:!iﬂ- .

Celeste espera lanzar su primer 4lbum completo en cinco afios y
suefia con hacer giras por ciudades importantes—y quiza algin dia
cantar en estadios. Tiene muy claro el camino que quiere seguir y
actualmente aprovecha oportunidades para conocer artistas locales
y perfeccionar su talento. Sus padres han estado con ella en cada
paso, desde organizar presentaciones hasta aplaudirla en primera
fila. Celeste dice que su mama siempre tiene el calendario listo. Se
rie: “Es a ella a quien llaman cuando quieren que cante.”

Aunque todavia no ha lanzado musica original, Escobar ha estado
cantando regularmente en festivales y eventos comunitarios desde
2023. Cantar4 el himno nacional en el evento Texas Combat Boxing
el 19 de julio. También esta programada para presentarse en el
Southside Labor Day Festival en San Antonio el 11 de agosto y en los
Texas Pura Vida Awards este otofio. Los fans del vecindario podran
disfrutar de su talento en el bazar de la iglesia Resurrection el 12 de
octubre.
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Cliff Tuttle Library
July 2025 Calendar

Tuttle Neighborhood Library
.,,--rjtl f ' John P. McGovern 702 Kress St, 77020 - 832-393-2100

M 106 | T10-6 | W12-8 | TH10-6 | F1-5 | Sa 10-5 | Su Closed

i 2 Foundation
mﬁﬁg Summer Reading Program JULY 2025 — KIDS, TWEENS, AND TEENS EVENT
Tuesday f Wednasday Thursday | Saturday
®'MH-M|M @‘ WW | @ Eiﬁiumf Unforiunately, last-minute changes or cancallations are unavoidable. Check houstonlibrary.orglevents for the
: Bh Staryli | @c i .* ) most up-to-date information. Most programs are 2025 minules. Groups. schools, and daycares must call the
preigilectul i = | 2 FeatursdiSpecial Event | o0 ion at fesst one wesk in advance (o schedule liprary visils. Registration s required for all programs.
Todh Siartee. STEM | T TweenToon Program | EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
| D 12 3 : 5
Kids & BOARD GAMES INDEPENDENCE LIBRARY CLOSED
11 AM | 2 PM DAY:
Br::;n for more: lnﬁn- . | LIBRARY CLOSED
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
*Hunna Kids @ Board Games
Workshop 11 AM 2 PM
11 AM
Lego Club 2 PM .
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
: Tween & Kids & . Board Games
1PM 11 AM ' 2 PM
v b Lt o T IR | | |
20 =2 22 23 |24 25 26
*Taxas Snakes Kids - ' Ec:-ar;l gﬁ:mes
& More 11 AM
11 AM
Lego Club 2 PM
i |
| Tween & Kids & Board Games @ HORLD‘ |
| 1PM 11 AM 2 PM nnl ﬂ ou’s |

| |  baeiibiiion il

Scan to see AARP Events & News in Houston, Texas
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City Advances Grant Application for
Bridge at McReynolds Middle

By Kim Melchor

The City of Houston is moving forward in its efforts to secure
funding for a pedestrian bridge over the Union Pacific railroad
tracks, located on Market Street and adjacent to McReynolds Middle
School. On June 10, 2025, the City Council approved an ordinance
allowing Houston Public Works to apply for a $4.65 million
Transportation Alternatives grant from the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) to help fund the project.

The bridge, officially named the McReynolds Middle School Safe
Passage Bridge, is expected to cost around $5.8 million. If the grant
is awarded, Harris County Precinct 2 has agreed to cover 60% of the
local match—about $698,000—while the City will contribute
roughly $465,000. Union Pacific Railroad will fund and manage the
design phase. If the project is awarded, the City of Houston will be
responsible for all non-reimbursable costs and 100% of overruns.

The goal of the bridge is to give students and nearby residents a safer
way to cross the tracks, which are active and present a known
hazard. The bridge would connect a nearby apartment complex and
the school to bus stops and walking paths on the other side of the
tracks.

“I’s a good investment,” said one McReynolds
teacher and Denver Harbor resident. “I know it’s
a lot of money, but in Fifth Ward and Denver
Harbor, many of our residents rely on walking to
get around. This kind of project makes sense. It
benefits our students, and it benefits the whole
community.”

District H Council Member Mario Castillo and Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Garcia have expressed strong support.
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Arriba: Ricky Campos,
Poeta y autor de cuentos cortos

El Cuatro de Julio
Por Ricky Campos

El cuatro de Julio venemos a celebrar

Y aun algunos para pensar en y meditar
Sobre nuestra libertad obtenida de los 13
Estados

Declaracion escrita por algunos de los grandes

La frase, todos los hombres son creados iguales, una
contradiccion Porque para muchos habria esa
pregunta

Por que para las personas de color y tambien las
mujeres Tenian menos derechos y tanta division
Seguimos honrando y brindando por un pais de los
libres Donde las oportunidades y la calidad de vida
pueden

ser nuestro legado

Nunca nos conformaremos, sino que en nuestro pais
debemos unirnos

Seguimos luchando por nuestros derechos humanos,
politicos y civiles.

Rick y

El 4 de Julio de 1776 se aprobo la Declaracion de
Independencia por el Congreso Continental. Esto puso
fin al dominio

De Gran Bretana sobre las colonias Americanas que
dirigio al estable cimiento de los Estado Unidos. Las
colonias habian estado bajo dominio Britanico durante
134 anos.
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Thank you
Councilman
Julian
Ramirez &
Daikin Park
for the much
needed air
purifiers!

La Voz de Denver Harbor - July, 2025

In The Community
En La Comunidad

Space City Stars 13U
Visit Florida for for a World
Series Tournament



La Voz de Denver Harbor - July, 2025

In The Community
En La Comunidad

Blessing of Nopalitos Restaurant
on 1-10 & Gazin

Alzheimer’s Association
Information hosted by AARP,
Vivian Alvarenga visiting DH Cares &
Cliff Tuttle Library Alzheimers Association

Denver Harbor Community Loteria at
Denver Harbor Multi Service Center
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New Laws Passed That Affect Denver Harbor:
Voters Must Head To The Polls November 2025

Proposed Texas Constitutional Amendments from the 89th Legislature On November 4th, 2025, Texans will head to the polls to vote
on a series of proposed amendments to the state constitution that emerged from the 89th Regular Legislative Session. These proposals
touch on critical issues such as property tax relief, water infrastructure, dementia prevention research, workforce training, and
expanded support for veterans and their families. The amendments on the ballot represent long-term investments in Texas
communities, and it’s important that voters are informed before heading to the polls. Below is a summary of each proposed
amendment to help you prepare for the upcoming election.

Proposition 1 - SJR 59

Two new funds would be created to support career and technical education at Texas State Technical Colleges. The amendment is
intended to expand training opportunities and prepare students for high-demand jobs in industries such as health care,
manufacturing, and energy.

Proposition 2 - SJR 18

If approved, this amendment would prohibit the imposition of a tax on the realized or unrealized capital gains of an individual, family,
estate, or trust.

Proposition 3 - SJR 5

If approved, this constitutional amendment would give judges the authority to deny bail in certain serious felony cases, including
violent crimes, first-degree sexual offenses, and continuous human trafficking. The goal is to prioritize public safety while ensuring due
process remains in place.

Proposition 4 - HJIR 7

A forward-looking measure, this amendment would dedicate a portion of state sales tax revenue to the newly created Texas Water
Fund. With Texas facing ongoing drought and aging water infrastructure, this investment ensures that future generations have access
to clean, reliable water—without shifting the burden to local taxpayers.

Proposition 5 - HJR 99

To help agricultural and retail businesses, this proposal would exempt from property taxes any animal feed that a retailer holds for sale.
It’s a targeted tax break that benefits agricultural and small retail businesses serving rural and working communities.

Proposition 6 - HJR 4

This constitutional amendment would prohibit the Legislature from imposing an occupation tax on registered securities market
operators or taxing securities transactions conducted by those entities.

Proposition 7 - HJR 133

This amendment would extend property tax relief to the surviving spouses of veterans who died from service-connected conditions, as
recognized by federal law. It’s a meaningful way to honor those who've served and support the families they leave behind.
Proposition 8 - HJR 2

Texas currently has no estate or inheritance tax. This amendment would constitutionally prohibit the Legislature from imposing "death
taxes" applicable to a decedent’s property or the transfer of an estate, inheritance, legacy, succession, or gift.

Proposition 9 - HJR 1

This amendment would raise the personal property tax exemption for businesses from $2,500 to $125,000. It aims to provide
meaningful tax relief to small businesses by reducing the taxable value of equipment, tools, and inventory used to earn income.
Proposition 10 - SJR 84

Property owners whose homes are destroyed by fire could receive temporary property tax relief under this amendment. It would allow
the Legislature to exempt the value of a home that is no longer habitable due to fire damage.

Proposition 11 - SJR 85

Elderly and disabled Texans could see meaningful property tax savings under this amendment, which would raise their school district
homestead exemption to $200,000. The change is aimed at easing the financial burden for those living on fixed incomes.
Proposition 12 - SJR 27

A proposal to modernize the State Commission on Judicial Conduct by updating its structure and expanding its authority. The goal is
to improve transparency and accountability in the judicial system.



State Representative
Ana Hernandez

Proposition 13 - SJR 2

Homeowners would see increased tax relief under
'his amendment, which raises the school district
homestead exemption from $100,000 to
$140,000—helping middle- and working class
families keep up with rising property values.
Proposition 14 - SJR 3

With $3 billion in state funding, this amendment
would create the Dementia Prevention and
Research Institute of Texas to lead efforts in
researching, preventing, and treating dementia,
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and related conditions.
T'he goal is to improve care and advance solutions
for the growing number of Texans affected by
these diseases.

Proposition 15 - SJR 34

[he amendment would add language to the
Constitution affirming that parents have the right
0 direct the upbringing, education, and care of
their children. It does not create new legal rights
but may affect how school and health policies are
mplemented.

Proposition 16 - SJR 37

Although it's already law, this amendment would
1dd to the Texas Constitution that only U.S.
citizens may vote in any Texas election.
Proposition 17 - HJR 34

Property owners along the Texas-Mexico border
would qualify for a property tax exemption for
he installation or construction on the property of
border security infrastructure and  related
mprovements.
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WE WANT:

SENIORS TO STAY IN THEIR HOMES
BETTER CITY SERVICES

HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE

WE DO NOT WANT:

OUR TAXES TO GO UP

PARKING PROBLEMS

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

FEWER TREES

DRAINAGE ISSUES

TO FORGET THE WONDERFUL HISTORY OF
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

r!!.'!!mﬂfmurltnnmnmmm e

€R HA4
6“\' 'Pﬁ'o

* AM | REGISTERED
TO VOTE?

GO TO: WWW. VOTETEXAS.GOV
CLICK AM | REGISTERED
ENTER NAME, COUNTY, DOB

[=]=g:[u]
TR (800) 252-VOTE 2
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Denver Harbor Cares is working
on getting signatures for Chapter
42 block applications.

Rene Porras will be visiting homes
with the Chapter 42 forms, so that
property owners can sign. If you
text us your phone number and
address, we’ll text you when Rene
)

R Any questions, please text Rene

protection, but we want to help

Denver Harbor! at 713-299-4049.

wwww.denverharborcares.org | Social Media: @denverharborcares | general@denverharborcares.org
Office: 6402 Market St., Suite 100, Houston, TX 77020 | Email for appointments

Mosquito & Vector
Control Division

The Mosquito and Vector Control (MVC)
Division protects Harris County
residents by preventing and controlling
mosquito-bome diseases. MV uses an
Integrated Vector Management (IVM)
approach to prevent, detect, and control

vector-bome diseases.

POR FAVOR, UNETE A NOSOTROS PARA

NUESTRO EVENTO
DE REGRESO A CLASES!

SABADO, 9 DE AGOSTO, 202
10:00AM- 1:00PM

DENVER HARBOR MULTI-SERVICE CENTER
6402 MARKET ST., HOUSTON TEXAS 7702

QUE ESPERAR:
EVENTO GRATIS
PINTURA DE CARITAS
GRATIS RECURSOS COMUNITARIOS
- GRATIS FOTO DE REGRESO A CLASES
° GRATIS MOCHILAS CON SUMINISTROS ESCOLARE
COMIDA, MUSICA DE DJ
GRATIS ACTIVIDADES PARA LOS NINOS

! .
@ HOUSTON HEALTH '@y Y, Huge!l Kns

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9, 2025

10:00AM- 1:00PM

DENVER HARBOR MULTI-SERVICE CENTER
6402 MARKET ST.. HOUSTON TEXAS 77020

/ WHAT TO EXPECT:
[ ] /

S

PLEASE JOIN OUR

A

_—

FREE EVENT:
FREE FACE PAINTING
FREE COMMUNITY RESOURCES
FREE BACK -TO -SCHOOL PICTURE
FREE BACKPACK WITH SCHOOL SUPPLI
FOOD, DJ MUSIC
FREE CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

(&%, A HPARD
@:&%‘:ﬂ%" HEALTH &f{ a RSURIIS SARE
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Above: Ricky Campos,
Poet and short story author

Fourth of July
By Ricky Campos

The 4th of July we come to celebrate

And even some to dwell and meditate

On our freedom derived for the 13 States
Declaration authored by some of the greats

The phrase All men are created equal, a contradiction
Because for many there would be that question

Why people of color and also women

Had fewer rights and so much division

We still observe and toast a country of the free

Where opportunities and quality of life can be our legacy
Never become complacent but in our country unite
Continue to fight for our human, civil and political rights

Pick y

On July 4, 1776 The Declaration of Independence was
approved by the Continental Congress. This ended
Britain’s rule over the American colonies leading to the
establishment of the United States. The colonies had been
under British rule for about 134 years.

Houston Parks - HPARD

Jun9 -
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The moment you've been waiting for, our summer
pool schedule is posted. Come cool off. «<- &2 3
() % Tues- Sat.1-7 p.m, Sun. 1-6 o.... See more

Aquatic Genter Name T Address Zip Code Telephone
Alief F 11903 Bellaire Blvd. 77072 (281) 983-8137
Cloverland D 3801 Hickok Ln. TT047 (713) 734-8948
Emancipation D 3018 Emancipation Ave, 77004 (832) 395-7403
George Nelson (Yellowstone) D 6900 LaSalelte St. 77021 (713) 748-0449
MacGregor D 5225 Calhoun Rd. 77021 (7T13) 748-0317
Sharpstown J 6855-A Harbor Town Dr. 77036 (T13) 7T3-2789
Sunnyside D 3502 Bellfort St. 77051 (T13) 734-0757
Towrwood K 3402 Simszbrook Dr. 77045 (7T13) 434-3531
Waestbury K 10605 Mulling Dr. 77006 (7T13) 723-2192
Windsor Village K 14441 Croquet Ln. 77085 (7T13) 726-7112
Agnes Moffitt A 10645 Hammerly Blvd. 77043 (713) 4B8-5656
Independence Heights* H 603 East 35th S1. 77022 (713) 862-1284
Love c 1000 West 12th St. 77008 (713) 867-0490
Memorial (CLOSED) C 6402 Aot St. 77007 (713) 862-1426
Moody H 3201 Fulton St. 77009 (713) 238-2215
Oak Forest c 2100 Judiway St 77018 (713) 684-1819
Schwariz A 8203 Vogue Ln, 77055 (713) 973-6310
Stude H 1031 Stude St. 77007 (7T13) 862-5762
T.C. Jester C 4205 7.C. Jester Bivd. 77018 (713) 686-6800
Clinton I 200 Mississippi St. 77028 (713) 675-9336
Finnigan B 4900 Providence St. 77020 (713) 673-7311
Greemwood E 602 Beresford St 77015 (713) 455-5165
Hobart Taylor B 8100 Kenton St. 77028 (T13) 6T3-3774
Judson Robinson, Sr.* B 1422 Ledwicke 3i. 77028 (T13) 6T72-8958
Lincoln City B 879 Grenshaw S5t 77088 (281) 447-2525
Morth Wayside Sports & Rec B 9551 N. Wayside Dr. 77028 (713) 633-0457
Morthline H €811 Mordling Rd. 77076 (713) 742-1512
Selena Cuintanilla Denver Habar H 1020 Gazin St 77020 (713) 673-7140
Tidwall (CLOSED) B 9720 Spaulding St. 77016 (713) 633-1618
Tuffly B 3200 Russell St. 77026 (713) 674-3367

| DeZavala I 807 75th St. 77012 (713) 923-7220
Beverly Hills D 2800 Kingspoint Rd. 77075 (713) 948-9063
Eastwood H 5000 Harrisburg Blvd. 77011 (713) 923-8058
Glenbrook I 8201 North Bayou Dr. 77017 (713) 645-T187
Mason I 541 South 75th St. 77023 (713) 928-4826
Reveille I 7700 Oak Vista St TT087 (713) 645-6544
Sagemont D 11507 Hughes Rd. 77088 (281) 464-4154
Wilson Memorial E 100 Gilpin St. 77034 (713) 948-9051




Page 14
La Voz de Denver Harbor News - July, 2025

The Importance of Jury Service
By Marilyn Burgess, Harris County District Clerk

The right to a trial by jury is an important part of American
democracy. This right goes back to 1776 when the Declaration of
Independence mentioned how King George III took away "the benefits of
Trial by Jury." Later, the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Amendments in the U.S.
Constitution protected this right.

Serving on a jury is very important, but in Harris County, Texas, not
enough people are showing up to serve. In 2024, our office sent out over one
million jury summons, but only 12% of people who received them appeared. Il
Even more concerning is the lack of diversity. Hispanics, who make up about $ .
33% of the county, only made up 26% of those who showed up in 2024. == "=
African Americans, who make up 22% of the county, only made up 17% of the
jurors appearing. Young adults aged 18 to 29 represent 21% of the
population, but only 15% of the jurors were from that age group last year.

Diversity is important as we all bring different life experiences to the
deliberation table. Diverse juries debate the facts of the case longer and are
more comfortable talking about important issues like race, which builds
trust in our justice system.

To work on this, the District Clerk’s Office started the "You Complete
Justice" campaign in 2024 to encourage more people to serve on juries. The
campaign has worked with groups like LULAC, the NAACP, and the League
of Women Voters. There has been a small increase in jury attendance, but we
still need more people to show up. I continue to request funding from Harris
County Commissioners Court to keep our outreach efforts going.

We’ve worked to make jury service easier and more efficient. The jury _-
summons form was redesigned for clarity, and we now ask summoned jurors [
to pre-register online allowing us to send text and email reminders or to
cancel excess jurors. Free parking is also now provided.

In 2023 juror pay was increased for the first day of service from $6 to
$30, and for each day after that, from $40 to $58. The goal is to make it more
affordable for all to serve. We also switched from paying jurors by check to
giving them a debit card, so they don’t have to wait for a check to arrive in the
mail.

There is still work to do, but these changes are important steps |
forward. Serving on a jury in Harris County is important, and your
participation is crucial to make sure justice is fair for everyone.

PILACE YOUR AD HERE

Call: (713) 459-3605
Email: hello@meridaadvertising.com
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Houston, Texas 3-1-1 Help and

Information
Report Illegal Dumping to 311

ABOUT HOUSTON'S 3-1-1

Over 2,400 frequently answered questions
have been collected and warehousead. With
such a broad array of reference entries
developed jointly with departmental experts,
and by providing specific information from
other shared databases, the 311 Helpline
resolves 85% of calls without transfer, Service
Reqguest, or follow-up.

HOUSTON PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

SUMMER 2025

YOUTH

The loague will consiat of 2 days of practice per wook with
o dosignatod time for practice. League practice continues for B wooks.
(see back for gym locations)

HEGISYRATION DATE: START & END DATE | AGE GROUPS

6/2/25 - 6/23/25 - 9-11
7/6/25 7/26/25

End of Season ronde Community Centor
TOUf'nanWent 110 Sabime St Houston, TX 77007

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL : 832.395 710

Houston Police Department

Northeast Police Station
8301 Ley Road
Houston, Texas 77028
832-395-1500
24 hours

HARRIS COUNTY PRECINT 6
5900 Canal, 77011
713-274-3400

FOR POLICE ASSISTANCE:

Emergency 9-1-1

Houston Police Non-Emergency 713-884-3131
Houston Fire 713-884-3143
Houston Ambulance 713-884-3144
Harris County Sheriff 713-221-6000
HISD Police 713-892-7777

Metro Police Department 713-224-2677

TOP SERVICE REQUESTS

Click on a link for more information. The top ten list
is updated monthly.

. Water Leak

. Missed Garbage Pickup

. Sewer Wastewater

. Missed Recycling Pickup

. Traffic Signal Maintenance
. Nuisance On Property

. Water Service

. Parking Violation

. Street Hazard

. Street Condition
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DENVER HARBOR, I'M ON

We've cut property taxes
so that now seniors and
people with disabilities

who own an average
home in Harris County
will pay zero dollars in
county property taxes.

ADRIAN
GARCIA

COMMISSIONER

HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT 2

POL. ADV. ADRIAN GARCIA CAMPAIGN



