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Harris County Precinct 2 
Veterans Center Now 
Open in Channelview

CHANNELVIEW, TX— Harris County Precinct 2 Veteran’s services has a new 
home in Channelview. Members of the community joined Harris County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia to celebrate the inauguration of the 
former VV Ramsey Community Center into the VV Ramsey Veterans Center. 
Attendees included VV Ramsey’s granddaughter, Heather Ramsey Cook, great 
granddaughter, Grace Jarman, as well as local World War II veterans, and 
many other heroes.

Precinct 2’s Veteran Services Program was first displaced in 2017 after Harvey 
flooded the Highlands Community Center. The program temporarily moved to 
Pasadena, until they were able to find its permanent location at the VV Ramsey 
Center in Channelview.
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For over two decades, the Precinct 2 Veteran Services 
Department has proudly provided assistance to US military 
veterans and family. Services include assistance with healthcare, 
transportation, pensions, compensation filings, death pension 
claims, burial benefits, and grave markers. For more 
information, call 713-274-9570.

“I am proud to say that our Veteran 
Services program has a home again, 
and we can show our veterans – we 
are here to support you, and we are 
here for you just as you have been 
there for us,” said Commissioner 
Adrian Garcia.
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La Voz de Denver Harbor

Alina Merida

Hello Neighbors,

Thank you for your continued support of La Voz de Denver 
Harbor!

This month’s cover story honors the brave Denver Harbor 
Veterans who have served our country. We’ve also included 
helpful information on veteran services available through 
Commissioner Adrian Garcia’s Precinct 2 office.

Illegal dumping continues to be a major concern in our 
community. Please remember to report any incidents by 
calling 311 and to follow up with Councilman Mario 
Castillo’s office to ensure action is taken.

We’ve also included an informative article from the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) addressing new laws that recently went into effect for drivers over the age of 79, 
provided by an official DPS spokesperson.

Lastly, if you need to register to vote or update your address, now is the perfect time to do 
so in preparation for the upcoming elections.

Wishing you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful start to the holiday 
season!

Warm regards,

La Voz de Denver Harbor
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Celebrating Denver Harbor, One Block at a Time

The Celebrating Denver Harbor, One Block at a 
Time project focuses on revitalizing Lyons Avenue, 
with the goal of making it a more welcoming place for both 
the community and local business owners.

This effort has opened our eyes to just how much work 
there is to be done, but also how much potential our 
neighborhood holds. Together with community leader 
Carolyn Lopez of Denver Harbor Cares and other 
dedicated residents, we are confident that positive change 
is possible.

Although funding is currently limited, we are making 
steady progress. Work has already begun on landscaping, 
painting, and installing planters and shrubs for several 
businesses. We are also finalizing plans for a community 
mural that will add color and pride to Lyons 
Avenue.

This is just the beginning — and we welcome anyone who 
would like to join us and be part of the revitalization of 
Denver Harbor.

Volunteers beginning work at Dixie Maid
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Rediscovering a Banner Year, Part 2
By Kim Melchor

“Leroy! Leroy! Leroy!” The 
chant rose into the night air as 
the 1974 Denver Harbor 
All-Stars at a backyard 
get-together, clapping while 
their old coach waved goodbye 
for the evening. 

Last month, we shared the story 
of how former assistant coach 
Leroy Cervantes discovered the 
long-lost 1974 District 25 
championship banner on a 
rubble pile and passed it to La 
Voz editor Carolyn Lopez. That 
1974 season was historic—it was 
the first time a Denver 
Harbor Little League 
All-Star team had ever won 
a district title, putting the 
neighborhood on the baseball 
map.

Carolyn was a scorekeeper back 
in those days, and her father, 
Henry Lopez, was president of 
Denver Harbor Little League for 
several years. Carolyn made it 
her personal mission to find a 
home for the old banner and has 
set it on a path to preservation 
with the Houston Public 
Library’s Hispanic Heritage 
Collection.

A few weeks after La Voz shared 
the story of the rediscovered 
championship banner, 

several players reunited for a simple backyard hangout—just old teammates 
catching up, trading phone numbers, and chatting about a season that still 
connects them 51 years on. No speeches, no program; just the easy rhythm of 
people who once shared a dugout.

Every team member had a story to tell about an out they had made, a homerun 
they had hit, or a slide into home base. 

Back in 1974, the Denver Harbor All-Stars even crossed paths with a future NFL 
name. One of the powerhouse teams they beat along the way was Norhill, whose 
lineup included a 12-year-old Gary Kubiak—the same Kubiak who would one day 
coach the Houston Texans. “Our boys went through them, too,” Leroy recalled 
with a grin.

Back row: Joe Martinez, Ray Melchor, Timmy Phillips, Sonny Moreno, Coach 
Leroy Cervantes, and John Chomiak. Front row: David Martinez, Greg 
Gonzalez, Mario Gonzales, and Benny Chavez.

“We beat everybody.” 
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The men said a prayer in remembrance of their 
departed brothers, Carlton Rossio, Albert 
Villanueva, and Henry Torres, as well as their head 
coach, Arthur Gonzalez. The team wasn’t able to 
find players Reginald Barnett and Micky Ochoa. If 
La Voz readers have a contact for these gentlemen, 
please let us know. 

“Leroy! Leroy!” For the men who once wore the 
Denver Harbor Little League uniform, that chant 
said it all—five decades of friendship, pride, and 
memories that still bind them together. The 
laughter sounded like it did 51 summers ago.

1974 Little League Organization Members: John 
Chomiak, Carolyn Lopez, Ray Melchor, David Arevalo, Mario 
Gonzales, Tim Phillips, Benny Chavez, Sonny Moreno, David 
Almendarez, Leroy Cervantes, (somebody), Hector Balzadura, 
Rene Porras.

Back: Leroy Cervantes, Reginald Barnett, Arthur 
Gonzalez

Middle: Mickey Ochoa, Tim Phillips, Carlton 
Rocio, John Cook, Mario Gonzales, Ray Melchor,
Sonny Moreno, John Chomiak, Edward Suarez, 
Leroy Cervantes Jr., Albert Villanueva, Benny
Chavez, Frank Cardenas, Henry Torres

Front: Greg Gonzalez, David Almendarez 
Not pictured: Joe Martinez

First Row: Arthur Gonzales, Henry Torres, Sonny Moreno, 
Carlton Rocio, Joe Martinez, Reginald Barnett, Albert 
Villanueva, Tim Phillips, Mickey Ochoa, John Cook, Leroy 
Cervantes Second Row: Mario Gonzales, Leroy Cervantes Jr., 
David Almendarez, Greg Gonzalez, John Chomiak, Ray 
Melchor, Benny Chavez Not pictured: Frank Cardenas, 
Edward Suarez
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On the Calendar | En el Calendario
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In The Community | En La Comunidad

McReynolds Volleyball Team 2025

McReynolds Middle School Football Team takes the field: 
7th Grade: Romeo Bastard, Prince Bob, Diyon Brown, 
Joshua Cabiness, Muhkel Gillespie, Jayveon House, 
Kamuii Jacob’s, Arian Lopez, Jeremiah Merchant, Isaiah 
Murillo, Daeun Skinner, Jordan Toliver, Clarence Trotter
Francisco Villalobos 
8th Grade: Kennie Dennis, Maurice Dorsey, Levi 
Harrison, Carlos Herrera, Pierre Holliman, Carlos Huerta, 
Miguel Murillo, Antonio Pena

McReynolds Teack Team 2025

Illegal dumping continues to be a major concern 
in our community. Please remember to report 
any incidents by calling 311 and to follow 
up with Councilman Mario Castillo’s 
office to ensure action is taken.

CALL 3-1-1
Report illegal dumping
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In The Community | En La Comunidad
Trunk or Treat Event at 

Denver Harbor 
Multiservice Center 

Draws 500 Attendees!

Belinda Galvan, Carolyn Lopez, and 
Ricky Campos were recognized by 
the Mayor and AARP for their 
outstanding contributions to 
improving the quality of life for 
Houston’s aging residents.

Denver Harbor Cares booth at the 
Trunk or Treat community event

Curbside Voting at DH 
Multiservice Bldg

Attendees are happy as can be at 
Trunk or Treat event at Denver 

Harbor Multiservice Center

Anti Gentrification sign in DH. 
Learn more about Chapter 42
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Back: Leroy Cervantes, Reginald Barnett, Arthur 
Gonzalez

Middle: Mickey Ochoa, Tim Phillips, Carlton 
Rocio, John Cook, Mario Gonzales, Ray Melchor,
Sonny Moreno, John Chomiak, Edward Suarez, 
Leroy Cervantes Jr., Albert Villanueva, Benny
Chavez, Frank Cardenas, Henry Torres

Front: Greg Gonzalez, David Almendarez 
Not pictured: Joe Martinez

Texas DPS tightens in-person rules 
for drivers 79+; services expanded 
for homebound, bilingual seniors

By Kim Melchor

After several Denver Harbor seniors expressed 
confusion about new Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) rules, La Voz contacted DPS to clarify what's 
changing — and what help is already available.

Beginning in September 2025, Texans aged 79 and 
older must renew their driver's license or ID in 
person so that DPS can verify their vision and, 
when necessary, medical information. Online 
renewal is no longer an option for this age group. This 
requirement builds on earlier DPS guidance that 
already encouraged seniors 79 and older to come in 
person. 

Bilingual help on-site

DPS said every driver's license office should have access 
to an interpretation device (staff described it to us as a 
"phone talk" setup). A customer can speak into the 
device in their own language; the interpreter relays the 
question to DPS, and DPS responds through the device 
in the customer's language. This is intended for seniors 
who speak Spanish or another language and do not have 
a relative to translate for them.

Appointments — but ask about same-day 
openings

DPS driver license offices continue to operate by 
appointment only. Cancellations occur every day, 
and DPS staff confirmed that you can check with the 
information desk upon arrival to see if an earlier slot has 
become available.

Homebound and nursing-home seniors can be 
served

For elders who are homebound, bedridden, or in a 
nursing facility and truly cannot be transported, 
families can call the local DPS office first. DPS will 
review the necessary documents and can arrange for a 
DPS representative to visit the person, even taking the 
photo on-site. A Houston-area family shared with La 
Voz that DPS visited a nursing home and completed the 
renewal there, exactly as described. Similar 
accommodations for non-ambulatory Texans have been 
reported in past years. 

What should families do now?

1. Call your local DPS office and inform them that the 
person is 79 years old or older and cannot come in.

2. Ask what documents they want to see first (old 
DL/ID, Social Security number, proof of Texas 
residency).

3. Request mobile/field service for a homebound or 
nursing-home resident.

4. If language is an issue, inform them that you will 
need an interpretation device when the staff arrive.

This matters because DPS is updating licenses and 
tightening security statewide in 2025 — so seniors will 
continue to be asked to prove their identity in person.
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McReynolds Teack Team 2025

When the System Fails Our Children, 
Parents Must Take Action
My Journey Filing a Grievance in HISD

By Jessica Campos

The Texas Education Agency found HISD at fault, not once, not twice, 
but three times, for failing to give Sophie the services and support she is 
legally entitled to. Now, they are required to fix their mistakes for 
Sophie and any other child this has happened to.

That is the power of a paper trail.
That is the power of a parent who keeps pushing.
That is the power of not giving up.

So here is what I want every parent to know:

• Ask your child questions. They notice more than we think.
• Do not settle when something feels wrong.
• Document everything. Follow up every in-person talk with an email.
• Learn the grievance process. It exists for a reason.
• Hold this system accountable, because our kids are the ones paying 

the price.
• We pay taxes. We show up. We love our children more than 

anything. That gives us the right, and the responsibility, to demand 
better.

We are tired. Tired of protesting. Tired of going to meeting 
after meeting. Tired of being told “We are listening” when 
our children continue to struggle and fall more and more 
behind. We are tired of trusting a system that is supposed to 
help our kids… only to find out it’s hurting them.

That has been my reality as a mom in Houston ISD.

My daughter Sophie has dyslexia, ADHD, and both 
short-term and long-term memory challenges. She needs 
accommodations to learn. She deserves support to succeed. 
But when the New Education System (NES) rolled into our 
schools, everything sped up, the pace, the pressure, the 
expectations, and Sophie was left behind. Teachers told me 
they didn’t have the time or flexibility to give her the help she 
needed. And it wasn’t her fault or theirs. They were just 
following the system they were given.

For a long time, I didn’t know what else to do but raise my 
voice. I spent months calling, emailing, begging, and 
demanding change. I thought if I protested enough, someone 
would take us seriously. I didn’t know there was something 
stronger, something with real accountability behind it, 
something called a grievance.

When I finally learned what a grievance was, I was scared. It 
looked like a long process that required evidence and laws 
and paperwork. I didn’t feel smart enough. I didn’t feel 
confident enough. But I did feel one thing loud and clear:
Something was wrong, and it wasn’t going away on its own.
So I trusted my gut, the same gut every mother has when she 
knows her child is hurting. I started saving emails, writing 
everything down, and gathering proof. I talked to my 
daughter, and she confirmed what I feared: she wasn’t 
getting the help the law says she must receive.

I filed the grievance. I waited. I kept fighting behind the 
scenes. And today, I received the news:
I won.
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Where Care Meets 
Community: Spotlight 
on CarePartners
Founded in 1986, CarePartners is a nationally 
recognized nonprofit committed to supporting 
older adults, individuals living with dementia, 
and the caregivers who walk beside them.

Through caregiver education, support groups, 
in-home visits, bilingual consultations, and 
engaging programs, we provide families with 
relief and guidance at every stage of the aging 
journey. Our Dementia Day Center—the only 
adult day facility of its kind in the Houston 
region—offers families the reassurance of safe, 
specialized care for loved ones while giving 
caregivers time to rest, recharge, and attend to 
their own needs. The Day Center is staffed with 
bilingual professionals, ensuring that 
Spanish-speaking families receive care that is 
both accessible and culturally attuned.

Our services are designed to be culturally 
responsive and linguistically inclusive, to 
ensure families feel seen, heard, and supported. 
With a dedicated team of certified staff and 
trained volunteers, CarePartners delivers care 
and resources online, by phone, and throughout 
the community. 

Thanks to generous donor support, all 
programs and services are offered free of 
charge, and we also provide scholarships for the 
Dementia Day Center, ensuring no one is 
turned away from care.

CarePartners x Denver Harbor 
CARES: Join Us for Lotería

We’re proud to partner with Denver Harbor 
CARES to sponsor the upcoming Lotería event 
on December 6, 2025. Come connect, learn, 
and celebrate with us. It will be a day of fun, 
community, and meaningful conversations.

You Don’t Have to Do This Alone

If you're caring for an older adult or someone 
with memory loss, CarePartners is here to help. 
Call 713-682-5995 or visit 
CarePartnersTexas.org to find support 
groups, education, and respite programs.

Donde el cuidado se 
encuentra con la 
comunidad: Conoce a 
CarePartners
Fundada en 1986, CarePartners es una 
organización sin fines de lucro reconocida a nivel 
nacional, dedicada a apoyar a adultos mayores, 
personas que viven con demencia y a los 
cuidadores que los acompañan.
 
A través de educación para cuidadores, grupos de 
apoyo, visitas a domicilio, consultas bilingües y 
programas interactivos, brindamos alivio y 
orientación a las familias en cada etapa del 
proceso de envejecimiento y la pérdida de 
memoria. Nuestro Centro para Personas con 
Demencia—el único centro de día para adultos en 
la región de Houston—ofrece a las familias la 
tranquilidad de un cuidado seguro y 
especializado, mientras que los cuidadores 
tienen tiempo para recargar energías y atender 
sus propias necesidades. El Centro para Personas 
con Demencia cuenta con profesionales 
bilingües, lo que garantiza que las familias 
hispanohablantes reciban una atención accesible 
y culturalmente adecuada.
 
Nuestros servicios están diseñados para ser 
cultural y lingüísticamente inclusivos, con el fin 
de que las familias se sientan reconocidas, 
escuchadas y acompañadas. Con un equipo 
comprometido, personal certificado y 
voluntarios capacitados, CarePartners ofrece 
atención y recursos en línea y por teléfono a toda 
la comunidad.
 
Gracias al generoso apoyo de nuestros donantes, 
todos los programas y servicios se ofrecen sin 
costo alguno. También proporcionamos becas 
para el Centro para Personas con Demencia, 
asegurando que nadie sea rechazado por falta de 
recursos.
 
CarePartners y La Voz: 
Acompáñanos para la Lotería
Nos enorgullece asociarnos con La Voz para 
patrocinar el próximo evento de Lotería el 6 de 
diciembre de 2025. Ven a conectarte, aprender y 
celebrar con nosotros. Será un día de diversión, 
comunidad y conversaciones significativas.
 
No tienes que hacerlo solo
Si estás cuidando a un adulto mayor o a alguien 
con pérdida de memoria, CarePartners está aquí 
para ayudarte. Llama al 713-682-5995 o visita 
CarePartnersTexas.org para encontrar 
grupos de apoyo y educación.
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BakerRipley Ripley House Campus
4410 Navigation Boulevard
Houston, TX 77011
713-315-6400
Begins / Empieza: 10AM

BakerRipley Gulfton Campus
6500 Rookin Street
Houston, TX 77074
713-273-3700
Begins / Empieza: 10AM 

BakerRipley East Aldine Campus
3000 Aldine Mail Route Road
Houston, TX 77039
346-570-4463
Begins / Empieza: 10AM

BakerRipley Pasadena Campus
720 Fairmont Pkwy 
Pasadena, TX 77504 
713-944-9186
Begins / Empieza: 10AM

Food Fairs are in partnership with the Houston
Food Bank and open to the public on a first come
first serve basis. Please bring a bag/cart to put
your food items in. 

Las ferias de alimentos están asociadas con el
Banco de Alimentos de Houston y están abiertas
al público por orden de llegada.   Por favor traiga
una bolsa/carrito para poner sus alimentos.
er of applicants served is subject to change.

1

FOOD FAIRS

2

3

4

November/Noviembre 15
November/Noviembre 20
December/Diciembre 18

2025

November/Noviembre 11
November/Noviembre 24
December/Diciembre 2

November/Noviembre 18
November/Noviembre 25 @ 3PM
December/Diciembre 16

November/Noviembre 5
December/Diciembre 3

Last update/Actualizado 5/7/2025

Community Resources | Recursos Comunitarios 

After several Denver Harbor seniors expressed 
confusion about new Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) rules, La Voz contacted DPS to clarify what's 
changing — and what help is already available.

Beginning in September 2025, Texans aged 79 and 
older must renew their driver's license or ID in 
person so that DPS can verify their vision and, 
when necessary, medical information. Online 
renewal is no longer an option for this age group. This 
requirement builds on earlier DPS guidance that 
already encouraged seniors 79 and older to come in 
person. 

Bilingual help on-site

DPS said every driver's license office should have access 
to an interpretation device (staff described it to us as a 
"phone talk" setup). A customer can speak into the 
device in their own language; the interpreter relays the 
question to DPS, and DPS responds through the device 
in the customer's language. This is intended for seniors 
who speak Spanish or another language and do not have 
a relative to translate for them.

Appointments — but ask about same-day 
openings

DPS driver license offices continue to operate by 
appointment only. Cancellations occur every day, 
and DPS staff confirmed that you can check with the 
information desk upon arrival to see if an earlier slot has 
become available.
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Community Resources | Recursos Comunitarios 



POL. ADV. ADRIAN GARCIA CAMPAIGN

DENVER HARBOR, I’M ON 

YOUR  
SIDE.

I will not let our community  
su�er, in particular our  
vulnerable seniors. In  

Precinct 2, we provide home-
bound senior meals, weekly 
fresh produce boxes at com-

munity centers, and con-
jugate meals. Coming up: 

our annual turkey giveaway 
ahead of Thanksgiving!


