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About Cancer Battle, Faith, and a New Chapter in Music
Tejano Legend RAM Herrera Opens Up 

Written by Kim Melchor
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Kim Melchor, Writer
Kim Melchor is a 
Houston-based writer with 
strong ties to the Denver 
Harbor neighborhood. Her 
background is in engineering 
and technical writing, and 
she previously worked as a 
reporter for the Humble 
Tribune.

Ram Herrera didn’t grow up 
expecting to be a star. He grew up in 
Victoria Courts, a housing project near 
what is now the Alamodome, in what he 
calls a “very poor neighborhood.” He 
stuttered badly as a child. He was terrified 
of auditions. And He stumbled into Tejano 
music almost by accident. 

Decades later he’s one of the genre’s most 
enduring voices. And he’s not done yet. In a 
recent interview with La Voz, Herrera 
spoke candidly on his origins, his cancer 
diagnosis, and why he is headed to 
Nashville to record new music. 

And although his career has primarily been 
Tejano, Herrera said it wasn’t his first love. 
He trained in more operatic styles during 
high school, where he won competitions. 
His older brother Manuel Herrera 
pushed him onto the stage when he was too 
afraid to go on alone. Initially, it was a way 
to support his family, but eventually 
Tejano music became vitally important. 

Over the course of his career, Herrera has 
won Tejano Music Awards for Male 
Vocalist of the Year and Entertainer of the 
Year, and his catalog of more than 400 
songs includes beloved hits such as 'Amor 
Querido,' 'Pensamientos,' and 'Rosas 
Para Una Rosa’. Most recently, he 
received a lifetime achievement award 
at the 2025 Tejano Music Awards.

His most personal song, he said, is ‘Entre 
Cantina Y Cantina’  — a track rooted in a 
true story. He described how a bandmate 
confided a dark chapter of his life to 
another musician during a late-night 
breakdown on the road, and how that story 
became the song. The musician later took 
his own life. "It has a special meaning 
in my heart," Herrera said.

Health has become as much a part of 
Herrera's story as music. He delayed 
prostate cancer screening for years despite 
a family nudge at age 50 By the time he 
sought help, the problem had progressed. 
"I thought I was Superman," he said. 
His message to fans — particularly those in 
the Mexican American community, where 
he said medical appointments are 
sometimes avoided out of cultural habit — 
was blunt: "Go to the doctor, get 
checked out. Don't listen to your 
uncle."

Herrera said he came through the 
experience with the help of his wife, Lizé 
Herrera, who is also a motivational 
speaker. "It was a very dark time for 
me. She was there for me."

These days, the Tejano scene has changed 
considerably. Herrera says, however, “I'm 
traditional. I stick to my guns." 
Herrera is now preparing to record in 
Nashville, with new material in both 
Tejano and country. The outpouring of 
support he received during his illness, he 
said, still catches him off guard. "I didn't 
feel worthy of it," he said. "There's a 
lot of love out there. It's amazing."

He can be reached at 
Ram@Ramtheoutlaw.com.

"My mom said I learned to sing 
before I talked," Herrera said. "I 
stuttered very bad as a child. When I 
sang, I didn't stutter. It was kind of 
therapy for me." Later, a choir teacher 
told him he sang “too pretty” for the genre, 
but a DJ told him that if he sang off-key 
and played accordion, he could make a 
fortune. 

ABOVE: David “Bull” Arevalo with 
Ram Herrera at Ram’s wedding. 
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PRODUCTION
Cancer  
screening exams
CHECKLIST FOR WOMEN

Take this checklist to your next doctor 
appointment. These recommendations are for people 
at average risk for cancer. Your doctor can help you 
develop a more tailored screening plan if needed.

AGES 21-29
 Ask your doctor for a breast cancer risk assessment when 

you are 25.

 Consider a clinical breast exam every one to three years to 
check for breast cancer, starting at age 25.

 Pap test every three years starting at age 21, or HPV test 
every five years starting at age 25.

AGES 30-39
 Consider a clinical breast exam every one to three years to 

check for breast cancer.

 HPV test, with or without a Pap test, every five years to check 
for cervical cancer and HPV.

AGES 40-44
 Mammogram and clinical breast exam every year to 

check for breast cancer.

 HPV test, with or without a Pap test, every five years to check 
for cervical cancer and HPV.

AGES 45 AND OLDER
 Mammogram and clinical breast exam every year to 

check for breast cancer. Your doctor can help you decide if you 
should continue screening after age 75.

 HPV test, with or without a Pap test, every five years to check 
for cervical cancer and HPV. If you’re age 65 or older, your 
doctor can help you decide if you need screening.

 Colonoscopy every 10 years to check for colorectal cancer. 
Alternatives to colonoscopy include virtual colonoscopy every 
five years, or stool-based tests every one to three years 
depending on the test. If you’re age 75-85, your doctor can 
help you decide if you need screening. MD Anderson does not 
recommend screening after age 85.

© The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center
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Regardless of your age,  
practice awareness.

This means you should be  
familiar with your body so that  

you will notice changes.  
Report them to your doctor 

without delay.

If you have had any medical 
care that affects these areas 

of your body, talk to your  
doctor for individualized 

screening guidelines.

Appointments  
available  

877-632-6789

Cancer  
screening exams
CHECKLIST FOR MEN

Take this checklist to your next doctor 
appointment. These recommendations are for people 
at average risk for cancer. Your doctor can help you 
develop a more tailored screening plan if needed.

AGES 45-74
 Speak with your health care provider about the benefits 

and risks of prostate screening.

 If you choose prostate cancer screening, begin at age 45 with 
a baseline PSA test. Strongly consider a baseline digital 
rectal exam. Continue testing as indicated by your previous 
test results.

 Colonoscopy every 10 years to check for colorectal cancer. 
Alternatives to colonoscopy include virtual colonoscopy every 
five years, or stool-based tests every one to three years 
depending on the test.

AGES 75 AND OLDER
 If you’re age 75-85, your doctor can help you decide if you need 

screening for prostate and colorectal cancers.

 MD Anderson does not recommend screening for prostate and 
colorectal cancers after age 85.

Regardless of your age,  
practice awareness.

This means you should be  
familiar with your body so that  

you will notice changes.  
Report them to your doctor 

without delay.

If you have had any medical 
care that affects these areas 

of your body, talk to your  
doctor for individualized 

screening guidelines.

Appointments  
available  

877-632-6789

© The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center
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A Journey of Strength and Healing
In July 2025, Monica Lopez was diagnosed with stage 3 cervical cancer. “God help me,” she 
recalls saying, heartbroken and unsure how to tell her children.

Leaning on her faith, Lopez began immediate treatment. She underwent six weeks of radiation, 
six rounds of chemotherapy, followed by a surgical procedure and four cycles of brachytherapy.

Despite the physical and emotional toll, she remained grounded in her belief that she would get 
through it.

Three months after completing treatment, Lopez received life-changing news—she was 
cancer-free.

“I will forever remain in God’s hands,” she said.

Lopez continues under medical care and expresses deep gratitude for her family, friends, and 
the supportive team at MD Anderson Cancer Center. She also found strength in a cancer 
survivor support group through her church.

Today, she embraces life with joy, spending time with her granddaughters and looking forward 
to the birth of another.

Her journey is a testament to faith, resilience, and the power of community.

Un Camino de Fuerza y Sanación
En julio de 2025, Monica Lopez fue diagnosticada con cáncer cervical en etapa 3. “Dios 
ayúdame”, recuerda haber dicho, con el corazón roto y sin saber cómo decírselo a sus hijos.

Apoyándose en su fe, Lopez comenzó el tratamiento de inmediato. Recibió seis semanas de 
radiación, seis rondas de quimioterapia, seguidas de un procedimiento quirúrgico y cuatro 
ciclos de braquiterapia.

A pesar del desgaste físico y emocional, se mantuvo firme en su creencia de que saldría adelante.

Tres meses después de completar el tratamiento, recibió una noticia que le cambió la vida: 
estaba libre de cáncer.

“Siempre permaneceré en las manos de Dios”, expresó.

Lopez continúa bajo cuidado médico y agradece profundamente a su familia, amistades y al 
equipo de apoyo en MD Anderson Cancer Center. También encontró fortaleza en un grupo de 
apoyo para sobrevivientes de cáncer en su iglesia.

Hoy, disfruta la vida con alegría, pasando tiempo con sus nietas y esperando el nacimiento de 
otra más.

Su historia es un testimonio de fe, resiliencia y el poder de la comunidad.



EDITOREditor

Carolyn Lopez

Contributing Writers
Kim Melchor

Jessica Campos

Distribution
Rene Porras
Ritta Shattah

Publishing

Word from the Editor

READ LA VOZ DE 
DENVER HARBOR ON 
YOUR MOBILE DEVICE

Scan QR to explore past editions of 
La Voz de Denver Harbor

Alina Merida
Merida Publishing, LLC

La Voz de Denver Harbor -  April 2026 Page 4

Por cualquier 
pregunta llama
(713) 459-3605

La Voz is published monthly. 
The business address is 843 
Kress Street, Houston, TX 
77020. Our phone number is 
713-459-3605. The use, 
reproduction, or distribution 
of this newspaper is strongly 
encouraged.

Hello Neighbors,

Thank you for your continued support. I sincerely hope 
you enjoy the stories featured in this edition.

This month, we are proud to highlight an exclusive 
interview with Tejano star Ram Herrera, who shares 
insights into his background, career, and his recent 
battle with cancer. In connection with this important 
topic, MD Anderson also provides valuable 
information on cancer screenings, along with an 
inspiring cancer survivor story.

We also cover the recent Election Day activity in Denver Harbor, where 
voters experienced several challenges at the polls. Despite these issues, 
approximately 700 residents cast their votes on Election Day, with an 
additional 300 participating during early voting at other locations—bringing 
the total to around 1,000 Denver Harbor residents who made their voices 
heard in the March 3 primary. Congratulations to our community for 
showing up and participating.

In local education news, McReynolds Middle School will be closing its doors. 
Be sure to read the latest updates on this significant transition and what it 
means for the community. We also feature a story on the principal of Bezos 
Academy, located inside the Denver Harbor Multi-Service Building.

Lastly, have you heard about Little Libraries? Community member Jessica 
Campos has been working hard to bring free books to the neighborhood. 
Learn more about this exciting initiative and how you can get involved.

Thank you again for your continued readership and support.

Carolyn Lopez
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Pick Up 
La Voz de Denver Harbor

at The Following Locations

Porras Bakery
One Stop9 Market @ Lathrop

Washeria 910 Market
JD Little Store 1145 Lathrop

Washateria 1103 Lathrop
Jo Co 1147 Lathrop

Chevron 850 Lathrop
Del-Sun 7200 Lyons

Mexican Food 7102 Lyons
Party Store 7236 Lyons

D.H. Tire Shop 6900 Lyons
Gift Store 6930 Lyons

Harbor Food Store 803 Tremper
J’s Food Store 1143 Port

LNoe 800 Gazin
Quick Food Store 1103 Lathrop

Kress Food 846 Market
Washateria 7125 Lyons

Fiesta Store #9 700 Shotwell
DH Seniors 6402 Market

Andrade Enterprises 542 Lathrop
Moe’s. Eagle pass @ Zoe
Dixie Maid 6800 Lyons

All in One 6715 Lathrop
Pron Insurance 6715 Lathrop

Washateria Lathrop
Montes Tire Store 6620 Lyons

Family Dollar Lyons
Washateria 661 Rouse

La Patrona Restaurant 6300 Lyons
Vargas Food Store Lyons@Woolworth

Tortilla 610 Lyons
Reyna’s 6000 Lyons

Washateria 6004 Lyons
Lyons Cleaners 6000 Lyons

Matamoras Food Store 6800 Lyons
Smoke Shop 661@Lyons

Amigos Grocery 6300 Hillsboro@Kress
Little Store Woolworth@Wallisville
El Rincon Market 6830 Wallisville

El Patron 7334 Wallisville
Harbor Washateria 430 Harbor

Lathrop Store 403 Lathrop
Seven Seas 445 Lathrop

Elite Food 7434 Eagle Pass
Kress Food Store 6200 Market

Pemex Gas Station
Cli� Tuttle Library

Meet Our Writers | Conozca Nuestros Escritores

Jessica Campos, Community Activist
Jessica Campos  is a resident of Denver Harbor, Houston, a mother 
of three public school students, and a community education 
advocate focused on educational equity and community 
empowerment. Her work is guided by grassroots organizing and 
direct experience, supporting families as they navigate public 
systems. 

Jessica Campos es residente de Denver Harbor, Houston, madre de 
tres estudiantes de escuelas públicas y defensora comunitaria de la 
educación, enfocada en la equidad educativa y el fortalecimiento de 
la comunidad. Su trabajo está guiado por la organización 
comunitaria de base y su experiencia directa, acompañando a 
familias navegando por los sistemas públicos.

Kim Melchor, Writer
Kim Melchor is a Houston-based writer with strong ties to the 
Denver Harbor neighborhood. Her background is in engineering 
and technical writing, and she previously worked as a reporter for 
the Humble Tribune. Her work focuses on neighborhood 
storytelling, with a particular interest in education and the ways 
local systems and decisions affect everyday life.

Kim Melchor es una escritora radicada en Houston con fuertes lazos 
con el vecindario de Denver Harbor. Su formación es en ingeniería y 
redacción técnica, y anteriormente trabajó como reportera para el 
Humble Tribune. Su trabajo se centra en contar historias de 
vecindarios, con un interés particular en la educación y en las formas 
en que los sistemas y decisiones locales afectan la vida cotidiana.

Ricky Campos, Writer & Poet
Ricky Campos has been a proud Denver Harbor resident since the 
1950s. A writer and poet focused on cultural history, she has long 
been active in community organizing and volunteer work. Her latest 
project, Celebrating Denver Harbor, One Block at a Time, aims to 
revitalize Lyons Avenue while honoring the neighborhood’s heritage.

Ricky Campos ha sido una orgullosa residente de Denver Harbor 
desde la década de 1950. Escritora y poeta enfocada en la historia 
cultural, ha participado activamente durante años en la organización 
comunitaria y el voluntariado. Su proyecto más reciente, Celebrating 
Denver Harbor, One Block at a Time, busca revitalizar la avenida 
Lyons mientras honra la herencia del vecindario.
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Habla abiertamente sobre su batalla contra el cáncer y 
un nuevo capítulo en la música

La Leyenda del Tejano RAM Herrera

Escrito Por Kim Melchor

ARRIBA: David “Bull” Arevalo con 
Ram Herrera 

Ram Herrera no creció esperando 
ser una estrella. Creció en Victoria Courts, 
un proyecto de vivienda cerca de lo que hoy 
es el Alamodome, en lo que él mismo 
describe como un "vecindario muy 
pobre". De niño tartamudeaba mucho. Le 
aterraban las audiciones. Y casi por 
accidente llegó a la música tejana.

Décadas después, es una de las voces más 
duraderas del género. Y no ha terminado. 
En una entrevista reciente con La Voz, 
Herrera habló sin rodeos sobre sus 
orígenes, su diagnóstico de cáncer y por 
qué se dirige a Nashville a grabar nueva 
música.

ganó concursos. Su hermano mayor, 
Manuel Herrera, lo empujó al escenario 
cuando tenía demasiado miedo de subir 
solo. Al principio fue una manera de 
sostener a su familia, pero con el tiempo la 
música tejana se volvió algo vital.

A lo largo de su carrera, Herrera ha ganado 
los Tejano Music Awards como 
Vocalista Masculino del Año y 
Animador del Año, y su catálogo de más 
de 400 canciones incluye éxitos queridos 
como "Amor Querido", 
"Pensamientos" y "Rosas Para Una 
Rosa". Recientemente recibió un premio a 
la trayectoria en los Tejano Music 
Awards 2025.

Su canción más personal, dice, es "Entre 
Cantina Y Cantina", una rola con raíces 
en una historia real. Describió cómo un 
compañero de banda le confió un oscuro 
capítulo de su vida a otro músico durante 
una parada forzosa en la carretera, y cómo 
esa historia se convirtió en canción. El 
músico después se quitó la vida. "Tiene 
un significado especial en mi 
corazón", dijo Herrera.

La salud se ha vuelto parte de la historia de 
Herrera tanto como la música. Retrasó por 
años la detección del cáncer de próstata, 
a pesar de que su familia le recomendó 
hacerse un chequeo a los 50. Para cuando 
buscó ayuda, el problema ya había 
avanzado. "Pensé que era Superman", 
dijo. Su mensaje para los fanáticos, 
especialmente los de la comunidad 
mexicoamericana, donde a veces se evitan 
las citas médicas por costumbres 
culturales, fue directo: "Ve al doctor, 
hazte un chequeo. No le hagas caso a 
tu tío."

"Mi mamá decía que aprendí a 
cantar antes de hablar", dijo Herrera. 
"De niño tartamudeaba muy mal. 
Cuando cantaba, no tartamudeaba. 
Era como una terapia para mí." Más 
adelante, un maestro de coro le dijo que 
cantaba "demasiado bonito" para el 
género, pero un DJ le comentó que si 
cantara desafinado y tocara acordeón, 
podría ganar una fortuna.

Aunque su carrera ha sido principalmente 
tejana, Herrera reconoce que no fue su 
primer amor. Se formó en estilos más 
operísticos durante la preparatoria, donde 

Herrera dice que salió adelante con la ayuda 
de su esposa, Lizé Herrera, quien también es 
conferencista motivacional. "Fue un 
momento muy oscuro para mí. Ella estuvo 
ahí para mí."

Hoy en día, la escena tejana ha cambiado 
considerablemente. Sin embargo, Herrera 
afirma: "Soy tradicional. Me mantengo fiel a 
lo mío." Ahora se prepara para grabar en 
Nashville con nuevo material tanto de tejano 
como de country. El apoyo que recibió de sus 
fanáticos durante su enfermedad, dice, 
todavía lo toma por sorpresa. "No me sentía 
merecedor", dijo. "Hay mucho amor ahí 
afuera. Es increíble."

Se le puede contactar en 
Ram@Ramtheoutlaw.com.
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LISTA DE VERIFICACIÓN PARA MUJERES

Lleve esta lista a su próxima cita con el médico. 
Estas recomendaciones son para personas en riesgo promedio 
de cáncer. Su médico puede ayudarla a elaborar un plan de 
detección más personalizado si fuera necesario.

Si ha recibido atención 
médica que afecte estas 

áreas de su cuerpo, hable 
con su médico para obtener 

pautas de detección 
individualizadas.

Citas disponibles
877-632-6789

Independientemente de 
su edad, sea consciente  

de su cuerpo. 

Esto significa que debe estar 
familiarizada con su cuerpo  

para notar los cambios. 
Informe los cambios a su  
médico inmediatamente.

EDAD: 21-29
 Pídale a su médico una evaluación del riesgo de cáncer 

del seno cuando tenga 25 años. 

 Considere la posibilidad de hacerse un examen clínico 
de los senos cada uno a tres años para detectar el 
cáncer del seno, empezando a los 25 años.

 Prueba de Papanicolaou cada tres años o prueba de  
VPH cada cinco años empezando a los 25 años. 

EDAD: 30-39 
 Considere la posibilidad de hacerse un examen clínico 

de los senos cada uno a tres años para detectar el 
cáncer del seno. 

 Prueba del virus del papiloma humano (VPH), con  
o sin la prueba de Papanicolaou, cada cinco años  
para detectar el cáncer de cuello uterino y el VPH.

EDAD: 40-44
 Mamografía y examen clínico de los senos cada  

año para detectar el cáncer del seno.

 Prueba del VPH, con o sin la prueba de Papanicolaou, 
cada cinco años para detectar el cáncer de cuello 
uterino y el VPH.

EDAD: 45 o más
 Mamografía y examen clínico de los senos cada  

año para detectar el cáncer del seno. Su médico puede 
ayudarla a decidir si debe seguir haciéndose  
la prueba después de los 75 años.

 Prueba del VPH, con o sin la prueba de Papanicolaou, cada 
cinco años para detectar el cáncer de cuello uterino y el 
VPH. Si tiene 65 años o más, su médico puede ayudarla a 
decidir si necesita una prueba de detección.

 Colonoscopía cada 10 años para detectar el cáncer 
colorrectal. Las alternativas a la colonoscopía incluyen 
la colonoscopía virtual cada cinco años, o las pruebas 
basadas en las heces cada uno a tres años, dependiendo 
de la prueba. Si tiene entre 75 y 85 años, su médico puede 
ayudarla a decidir si necesita una prueba de detección. 
MD Anderson no recomienda las pruebas de detección 
después de los 85 años.

© The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
2025

Exámenes de  
detección de cáncer

LISTA DE VERIFICACIÓN PARA HOMBRES

Lleve esta lista a su próxima cita con el médico. 
Estas recomendaciones son para personas en riesgo promedio 
de cáncer. Su médico puede ayudarlo a elaborar un plan de 
detección más personalizado si fuera necesario.

EDAD: 45-74
Hable con su proveedor de atención de la salud sobre  
los beneficios y los riesgos de las pruebas de detección 
de la próstata.

 Si opta por las pruebas de detección del cáncer de 
próstata, comience a los 45 años con una prueba de  
PSA inicial. Considere seriamente un examen digital 
del recto inicial. Continúe con las pruebas según los 
resultados de las pruebas anteriores.

 Colonoscopía cada 10 años para detectar el cáncer 
colorrectal. Las alternativas a la colonoscopía incluyen 
la colonoscopía virtual cada cinco años, o las pruebas 
basadas en las heces cada uno a tres años, dependiendo 
de la prueba. 

EDAD: 75 o más
 Si tiene entre 75 y 85 años, su médico puede ayudarlo  

a decidir si necesita someterse a pruebas de detección  
de cáncer de próstata y colorrectal.

 MD Anderson no recomienda la pruebas de detección de los 
cánceres de próstata y colorrectal después de los 85 años.

Independientemente de 
su edad, sea consciente  

de su cuerpo. 

Esto significa que debe estar 
familiarizado con su cuerpo  

para notar los cambios. 
Informe los cambios a su  
médico inmediatamente.

© The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
2025

Si ha recibido atención 
médica que afecte estas 

áreas de su cuerpo, hable 
con su médico para obtener 

pautas de detección 
individualizadas.

Citas disponibles
877-632-6789

Exámenes de  
detección de cáncer

Chaos at the Denver Harbor Election 
Polls on March 3, 2026

Voter turnout in Denver Harbor continues to grow, and the nearly 1,000 residents who 
participated in the March 3, 2026 primary election should be recognized for making their 
voices heard. However, the day was marked by several concerning issues at the local polling 
site.

One major problem involved confusion over the legally required distance marker. Poll 
workers were reportedly instructed to move it as far as 1,000 feet from the entrance—well 
beyond the legal limit—creating confusion and concern. One worker felt intimidated after 
hearing about a potential $500 fine for noncompliance. Witnesses also reported 
inappropriate remarks from an election judge, including questions about identification and 
references to ICE.

Voters faced long lines, likely due to an insufficient number of voting machines and 
technical issues, including problems with ink equipment. Spanish-speaking voters were 
especially impacted, as no translators were available to assist them. In one instance, an 
elderly voter was unable to receive needed language support.

At approximately 6:45 p.m., individuals still waiting in line were told they might not be able 
to vote. Fortunately, this issue was later resolved and those in line were ultimately allowed 
to cast their ballots. Constables were also called to the site during the day.

Community members, including Precinct Chair Rene Porras and volunteer Daisy Lozano, 
raised concerns about these irregularities after witnessing them firsthand.

While it remains unclear how or when these issues will be resolved, organizations like 
Denver Harbor Cares remain committed to advocating for improvements. Establishing 
Denver Harbor as a permanent voting center—and expanding accessible voting centers 
countywide—could help prevent similar challenges in the future.

A key question moving forward is: how are polling locations selected, and who is 
responsible for ensuring they are properly equipped to serve the community?

Written by Ricky Campos & Carolyn Lopez
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In The Community | En La Comunidad

McReynolds Wins!
McReynolds Middle School Bears 
celebrated a historic 5-0 win over Leland 
on March 5 at Delmar Stadium. Pictured 
are soccer team members Jonathan 
Rochez, Jesus Rodriguez, Wuilder Suazo, 
Angel Rivera, Dominic Castro, Clarence 
Trotter, Rogelio Villarreal, Francisco 
Villalobos, Isaiah Murillo, Pierre 
Holliman, Miguel Murillo, Antonio Pena, 
Tayler Mejia, Carlos Herrera, Yair Eguia, 
Ethan Coronado, and Marvin Alcerro. 
Not pictured are coaches Kandice 
Melchor, Jermarcus Jones, and Luis 
Salazar.

Faith Memorial Baptist Anniversary Celebration. 
Generations of Members Attend Anniversary Celebration

Commisioner Adrian Garcia 
meeting with Denver Harbor 
Community

Harbor kids at the Denver Harbor 
Easter Egg Hunt

DH Cleanup hosted by DH Civic Club, City 
and Commisioner Garcia

Loteria night 
at the Denver 
Harbor Multi 
Service Center

Written by Ricky Campos & Carolyn Lopez
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Upcoming Events | Eventos Próximos

Regístrate usando el enlace o escaneando el código QR
Form.JotForm.com/CarePartners/Cuidadores-Hispanos

CONFERENCIA 
PARA CUIDADORES
HISPANOS
“CUIDAMOS JUNTOS CON AMOR Y
RESPETO”
Evento gratuito en español, dirigido a quienes cuidan de adultos mayores
en su familia. Tendremos recursos útiles, presentaciones de programas,
servicios de apoyo, espacios para conversar con otros cuidadores,
talleres educativos sobre la demencia ¡y mucho más!

SÁBADO, 16 DE MAYO
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

MAGNOLIA MULTI-SERVICE CENTER 
(7037 CAPITOL ST, HOUSTON, TX)

Creando comunidades de cuidado compasivo 
CarePartnersTexas.org

Este proyecto cuenta con el apoyo de la Administración para la Vida Comunitaria (ACL) del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos de
los Estados Unidos (HHS), como parte de una subvención financiada al 100 por ciento por ACL/HHS. El contenido pertenece a los autores y

no representa necesariamente los puntos de vista oficiales ni constituye un aval por parte de ACL/HHS o del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos.

Para más información, contactar a Emily Castillo
ECastillo@CarePartnersTexas.org

Trust and transparency in 
research and healthcare

May 14, 2026
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

The Power 
of One:

The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Onstead Auditorium
Mitchell Building (BSRB), Floor 3
6767 Bertner Avenue
Houston, Texas

Save the Date:

Contact: CCETRPowerOfOne@MDAnderson.org
Registration information coming soon.
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Denver Harbor Says Goodbye to 
McReynolds Middle

McReynolds Middle School, a fixture of 
the Denver Harbor neighborhood for 
generations, will close its doors at the end of 
the 2025-2026 school year as part of an HISD 
initiative to consolidate underenrolled 
campuses across the city.

The school that began nearly a century ago as 
Johnston Junior High, opening with 652 
students, has grown, changed names, and 
survived countless transitions. This one will be 
its last. The HISD Board of Managers 
voted unanimously in February to 
shutter the school, citing declining 
enrollment and aging facilities. McReynolds, 
located at 5910 Market St., has less than 300 
students this year. The school will merge with 
Fleming Middle School and relocate to the 
Mickey Leland College Preparatory 
Academy campus in the Fifth Ward.

Principal Dr. Kenisha Spears Richardson has 
spent the months since the announcement 
finding reasons for genuine optimism. The new 
campus is newer and better equipped,” she 
said, and the academic offerings will expand. 
"We're getting the best of both of what 
our schools have to offer, but in a 
beautiful building," Richardson said. She 
urged parents to attend upcoming campus 
tours and stay connected through 
ParentSquare. HISD has also committed to 
shuttle service from the current McReynolds 
campus to Mickey Leland for the 2026-27 and 
2027-28 school years, along with dedicated 
family support teams throughout the 
transition. 

Written by Kim Melchor

Keeping the Memory 
Alive

Even as the school prepares to close, a Legacy 
Committee is forming to make sure 
McReynolds is honored properly before that 
final bell. Dr. Richardson assembled a team of 
educators with deep roots in the school; among 
them theater teacher and alumna Regina 
Evans-Jones, counselor Ruby Surratt, and 
sixth-grade math teacher Kandice Melchor. 

The committee is focused on gathering 
input and planning events through June 
4. A community meeting is tentatively set for 
early April, where residents, alumni, and 
families can share ideas for how to honor the 
school's history. The FACE department — 
HISD's Family and Community Engagement 
division — has committed funding to support 
the effort.

Looking Forward
When asked about feedback, Surratt said 
response has been positive once people 
understand what the new campus looks like, 
and referenced a student who came back 
saying that the campus is beautiful. 
Evans-Jones was pleased to hear “my male 
Hispanic and male African American boys 
telling me how excited they are, how they 
can't wait to get into the building.” 
Melchor said, "They absolutely deserve a 
newer building. They absolutely deserve 
to learn in an environment that reflects 
the hard work that they're doing."

What They'll Carry With 
Them

“They are the reason why I am who I am 
today, because they gave me a voice." 
Coming back to teach in the same building 
where she grew up has been something she 
doesn’t take for granted and called it a blessing. 

Surratt said McReynolds shaped her 
professionally in ways she couldn't have 
anticipated. Starting as a science teacher and 
moving into counseling, she has dealt with 
every kind of challenge this community carries. 
"I don't think there's anything that can come 
my way that I can't handle, because in here, I'm 
dealing with it all." She's watched students 
grow up, leave, and find their way, and she said 
she'll keep watching, wherever she lands next.

Melchor came to McReynolds out of love 
for the Denver Harbor community and 
in the footsteps of her uncle Roland 
Melchor, whose years teaching math here 
showed her what it meant to be committed to a 
place and its people. "What brought me to 
McReynolds was my love for this community," 
she said. "Kids are the way we're going to 
be able to improve communities."

Dr. Richardson said her time here 
uncovered a family connection to 
Denver Harbor she hadn't fully known — 
her parents married at a nearby church and her 
aunt worked at the local post office. The 
assignment, she said, turned out to be a kind of 
homecoming.

McReynolds has survived many years of 
Houston's evolution and transformation, and 
outlasting names, buildings, and 
administrations. The building will close. The 
committee will gather the memories. As Dr. 
Richardson said, "I would want for my 
community to be just as loud and just as visible 
moving five minutes, seven minutes up the 
road."  Evans-Jones grew up in the Fifth Ward, just 

across the tracks. Nearly her whole family 
came through McReynolds before her. She was 
in track, band, and home economics — and the 
teachers here, she said, gave her everything. 
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Child First, Always: Day Mullings on What Matters at 
Bezos Academy Denver Harbor

There’s a moment Day Mullings keeps coming back to when she talks 
about young children learning something new — the instant it clicks, 
the instant when confidence shows up on a child’s face. She continued, 
describing what that looks like in real time: “When they realize, oh, I 
can read. I can sound out these syllables. I do know what syllables are. 
You know, I can count to 20, or I can even count to 100.”

Mullings is the Head of School at the Denver Harbor Campus of Bezos 
Academy, located in the multiservice center. Launched in 2020, the 
local school is part of a network of tuition-free, Montessori-inspired 
preschools for children ages 3–5, funded by Jeff Bezos’ Day 1 
Academies Fund. “I’m most proud of the children that we’ve taken from 
below standard to kindergarten written,” Mullings said in an interview 
with La Voz. 

Mullings' background is in leadership and special education, and 
previously specialized in work supporting deaf and hard-of-hearing 
children. “I was, and will still am, a deaf educator and a cochlear 
implant specialist,” she said. “I would help children determine what 
language to use, whether it’s sign language or oral language, and then 
also how they would access that, either through hearing aid technology 
or cochlear implant technology.”

Her goals for at Bezos this year center on family involvement and 
preparing students for the next step. “It’s family engagement for one, 
making sure the children are kindergarten-ready, and ensuring that 
our families are totally participatory in the school and in their child’s 
learning,” she said. 

Written by Kim Melchor

“That means participating in activities that we have, such as rodeo picnic, 
winter feast, or family advisory committee, just different ways they can 
contribute.” She said she wants families to feel “this is home.” 

When it comes to support outside the classroom, Mullings described both 
relationship-building and concrete help. “We also have a social work 
specialist that supports our families through things such as maybe 
inadequate housing, food insecurity… counseling, Medicaid, Medicare, 
initiation, just multiple things, kind of whatever the parent needs.” 
Partnerships, she said, are local and intentional. “We partner with Target 
Hunger, the multi-service center, the food bank,” Mullings said, 
describing help that can provide support for families outside of the 
school.

And then there’s the side of Mullings students might not know — the one 
that glitters. “I make semi-precious jewelry,” she said, describing a hobby. 
“I make things out of silk stone, and aquamarine. I love jewelry. I love 
stone.” She described a similar kind of transformation in the classroom, 
too — “the light… explodes in them” when a new skill clicks with the 
children.

Mullings returned to what she most wants families to hear: “I want them 
to know that their children are first. Here, their children are first and 
always.” She explains, “Child first, always, is the number one leadership 
principle that we follow.”
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Denver Harbor se despide de 
McReynolds Middle

Escrito Por Kim Melchor

McReynolds Middle School, un referente del 
vecindario de Denver Harbor por 
generaciones, cerrará sus puertas al final del 
año escolar 2025-2026 como parte de una 
iniciativa del Distrito Escolar Independiente de 
Houston (HISD) para consolidar planteles con 
baja inscripción en toda la ciudad.

La escuela que comenzó hace casi un siglo 
como Johnston Junior High, inaugurada con 
652 estudiantes, ha crecido, cambiado de 
nombre y sobrevivido innumerables 
transiciones. Ésta será la última. La Junta de 
Administradores del HISD votó por 
unanimidad en febrero para cerrar la escuela, 
citando la disminución en la matrícula y el 
envejecimiento de las instalaciones. 
McReynolds, ubicada en 5910 Market St., tiene 
menos de 300 estudiantes este año. La escuela 
se fusionará con Fleming Middle School y se 
trasladará al plantel de la Mickey Leland 
College Preparatory Academy en el Fifth 
Ward.

La directora Dra. Kenisha Spears 
Richardson ha pasado los meses desde el 
anuncio encontrando razones para un 
optimismo genuino. “El nuevo plantel es más 
nuevo y está mejor equipado”, dijo, y las 
opciones académicas se ampliarán. “Estamos 
obteniendo lo mejor de lo que cada una 
de nuestras escuelas tiene para ofrecer, 
pero en un edificio hermoso”, dijo 
Richardson. Instó a los padres a asistir a los 
recorridos del plantel y mantenerse conectados 
a través de ParentSquare. El HISD también se 
comprometió a ofrecer servicio de transporte 
en camioneta desde el plantel actual de 
McReynolds hasta Mickey Leland para los años 
escolares 2026-27 y 2027-28, junto con 
equipos de apoyo familiar dedicados durante 
toda la transición.

Preservando la memoria
Incluso mientras la escuela se prepara para 
cerrar, se está formando un Comité de Legado 
para asegurarse de que McReynolds sea 
honrada adecuadamente antes de que suene 
ese último timbre. 

Evans-Jones creció en el Fifth Ward, justo al 
otro lado de las vías. Casi toda su familia pasó 
por McReynolds antes que ella. Estuvo en 
atletismo, banda y economía del hogar, y los 
maestros de aquí, dijo, le dieron todo. “Ellos son 
la razón por la que soy quien soy hoy, porque me 
dieron voz.” Volver a enseñar en el mismo 
edificio donde creció ha sido algo que no da por 
sentado, y lo llamó una bendición.

Surratt dijo que McReynolds la formó 
profesionalmente de maneras que no hubiera 
anticipado. Comenzando como maestra de 
ciencias y pasando a la consejía, ha enfrentado 
todo tipo de desafíos que esta comunidad 
conlleva. “No creo que haya nada que se me 
presente que no pueda manejar, porque aquí 
adentro lo estoy manejando todo.” Ha visto a 
estudiantes crecer, graduarse y abrirse camino, y 
dijo que seguirá viendo ese progreso 
dondequiera que esté.

Melchor llegó a McReynolds por amor a la 
comunidad de Denver Harbor y siguiendo los 
pasos de su tío Roland Melchor, cuyos años 
enseñando matemáticas aquí le mostraron lo 
que significa comprometerse con un lugar y su 
gente. “¿Qué me trajo a McReynolds? Mi amor 
por esta comunidad”, dijo. “Los niños son la 
manera en que vamos a poder mejorar las 
comunidades.”

La Dra. Richardson dijo que su tiempo aquí le 
reveló una conexión familiar con Denver Harbor 
que no conocía del todo: sus padres se casaron 
en una iglesia cercana y su tía trabajó en la 
oficina postal local. El nombramiento, dijo, 
resultó ser una especie de regreso a casa.

McReynolds ha sobrevivido muchos años de la 
evolución y transformación de Houston, 
sobreviviendo a nombres, edificios y 
administraciones. El edificio cerrará. El comité 
reunirá los recuerdos. Como dijo la Dra. 
Richardson: “Quiero que mi comunidad sea 
igual de ruidosa e igual de visible moviéndose 
cinco minutos, siete minutos por el camino.”

Mirando hacia adelante
Al preguntarle sobre la reacción de la 
comunidad, Surratt dijo que la respuesta ha 
sido positiva una vez que las personas conocen 
cómo es el nuevo plantel, y mencionó a una 
estudiante que regresó diciendo que el plantel 
es hermoso.

Evans-Jones se mostró emocionada: 
“Escuchar a mis alumnos hispanos y 
afroamericanos contarme lo emocionados que 
están, cómo no pueden esperar para entrar al 
edificio”.

Melchor dijo: “Se merecen un edificio más 
nuevo. Se merecen absolutamente aprender en 
un entorno que refleje el arduo trabajo que 
están haciendo”.

La Dra. Richardson reunió un equipo de 
educadores con raíces profundas en la escuela; 
entre ellos la maestra de teatro y exalumna 
Regina Evans-Jones, la consejera Ruby Surratt y 
la maestra de matemáticas de sexto grado 
Kandice Melchor.

El comité se enfoca en recopilar ideas y 
planificar eventos hasta el 4 de junio. Se prevé 
una reunión comunitaria para principios de 
abril, donde los residentes, exalumnos y familias 
podrán compartir ideas sobre cómo honrar la 
historia de la escuela. El departamento FACE — 
la división de Participación Familiar y 
Comunitaria del HISD — se ha comprometido a 
financiar el esfuerzo.

Lo que se llevarán 
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HYM Little Free Library Update 

We’re expanding our Little Free 
Libraries across Denver Harbor 
and the East End, and recently completed 
a new installation at Porras Prontito 
Restaurant. Within minutes, it had its first 
reader—an adult who stopped, looked through 
the books, and took one. Moments like that 
remind us this work is for everyone.

Houston Young Monarchs Builders Alliance is 
now building two new Little Free Libraries at the 
Denver Harbor Multi-Service Center:

• One dedicated to seniors at the center
• One mobile library on wheels for the 

community

The mobile library is being designed with 
multiple compartments and will go beyond 
books. We’re planning to include items like 
seeds, yarn, and craft supplies—things that 
support creativity, connection, and everyday life.

We’re hoping others will join us in imagining, 
designing, and building it together, because 
access should meet people where they are and 
reflect what they actually need.

Each new effort is a reminder that:

• Books still matter
• Stories still shape neighborhoods
• Access to knowledge should live within our 

own community

Written by Jessica Campos 
Bringing books, resources, and community directly to our neighborhoods 

Featured Book: El Curso 
de la Raza

El Curso de la Raza 
By Aurelio M. Montemayor 
reflects on a lifetime of work in education, 
community organizing, and cultural identity. His 
story shows how learning doesn’t only happen in 
classrooms—it happens through:

• Lived experience
• Community struggle
• The fight to be seen and heard

The book is a reminder that when systems fail 
communities, communities respond. It captures a 
history of families and educators who refused to 
accept limits placed on them and instead built 
their own paths forward. And behind this powerful 
book is a powerful story.

Teaching for Liberation
How Aurelio Montemayor Helped 
Communities Reclaim Education 

Before becoming a national leader in 
education, Aurelio Montemayor was a 
teacher on the Texas–Mexico border, 
working with students in schools that were 
never built with them in mind.

He saw it early:
Students were expected to follow, not 
question; to memorize, not understand; to fit 
into a system that didn’t reflect their lives, 
language, or history.

So he did something different—he 
taught them to think.

That shift came with consequences. When 
Montemayor encouraged students to 
question what they were being taught and 
understand the systems shaping their lives, it 
challenged the structure of schooling—and he 
was pushed out.

Aurelio M. Montemayor holding El 
Curso de la Raza. 

We’re aiming to have both libraries 
ready for installation on April 26.

If you’d like to get involved, donate items, or share 
ideas, please reach out to Jose at 832-933-6660.

Our meetings are held on the 3rd 
Sunday of every month from 4–8 PM 
at: 1013 Majestic Street

Stop by—we always have good food and 
community building.
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Where to Find Our Little Free Libraries

Denver Harbor
• 5301 Palmer St
• 1013 Majestic St
• Blackshear Elementary School – 2900 Holman St (on campus)
• Emancipation Economic Development Council – 2900 Holman St (in front of the school)
• Porras Prontito Restaurant – 5002 Navigation Blvd

Fifth Ward
• 3309 Charleston St
• 3228 Milburn St
• Progressive Fifth Ward Community Garden – 1705 Yates St
• Ewing Apartments – Houston Housing Authority (on-site)

But that moment didn’t end his work—it 
defined it.

During the Chicano Movement, Montemayor 
became part of a generation that refused to 
accept education as it was given. He:

• Co-founded one of the first independent 
Chicano colleges

• Developed El Curso de la Raza, a model 
rooted in community, culture, and political 
education

He didn’t just study change—he helped build it.
For over 50 years, through his work with the 
Intercultural Development Research 
Association, he has worked with families across 
Texas and beyond, helping them step into 
leadership and demand a voice in their 
children’s education.

As he shared:

“Education is the central 
piece in my life… teaching for 
liberation.”

That belief lives inside his book—not just as a 
personal story, but as a reflection of something 
bigger: communities creating their own paths to 
learning when systems fail them.

And that’s why his story matters right now.

Here in Denver Harbor:

• Schools are losing resources
• Programs are disappearing
• Campuses are at risk of closing

Families are once again being left to fill in the 
gaps.

Montemayor’s story reminds us this has 
happened before—and each time, communities 
responded not by waiting, but by organizing, 
teaching, and building something of their own.

This book doesn’t just tell us what happened—it 
helps us understand what we’re living through 
now.

HYM Little Free Library Update 
Bringing books, resources, and community directly to our neighborhoods 

A Library for Every Stage

For Little Readers

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 
Immigrant Women Who Changed the World
by Elena Favilli and Francesca Cavallo

A collection of real-life stories about immigrant women who made 
an impact across the world. Each story introduces young readers to 
courage, resilience, and the power of believing in who they are and 
where they come from.

For Curious Middle Readers

Separate Is Never Equal
by Duncan Tonatiuh

The true story of Sylvia Mendez and her family’s fight to end 
school segregation in California. This book shows that 
students and families have always had the power to stand up 
for their rights and change the system.

You can find these and other featured books at one of our Little Free 
Library locations across Denver Harbor and the East End.



POL. ADV. ADRIAN GARCIA CAMPAIGN

DENVER HARBOR, I’M ON 

YOUR  
SIDE.

I’m working hard 
every day to deliver 

responsible, trustworthy
leadership that puts our 

community over politics. I’m 
staying focused on lowering 

costs and keeping our 
families safe and healthy.

Thank you for your support!


